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BACKGROUND

Fisheries as a sector have an important role in the Indian economy. With the increasing pressure on
land for various human activities, waters in different forms appear as a major source and
opportunities for livelihood generation and promotion. Having endowed with vast water resources
our country has a long tradition of taking fisheries as an occupation since time immemorial. It
contributes significantly to the national income, exports, food and nutritional security and in
employment generation. It contributes meaningfully to the livelihoods of the rural poor through
providing i) Food of high nutritional value ii) ‘Own enterprise’ employment iii) Income through sale of
relatively high value produce, iv) Employment on larger farms, market chains and several other
ways. With a focus on pro-poor growth and on the contribution that the fisheries sector can make to
overall poverty reduction, there is an urgency to ensure that management solutions clearly address
the needs of the poor fishers and fish farmers. More detailed understanding of the dimensions of
poverty of the poor fishers and fish farmers is needed to address their poverty and its related
consequences.

In this backdrop The Livelihood School has planned to organize a national level seminar on
Fisheries Based Livelihoods: Present Status, Problems and Future Prospects during 28-
29th Novemember, 09 at NBSS & LUP, Kolkata Regional Centre. The objectives of the seminar are as
follows:

To review the present status and trends of fisheries based livelihoods in India
To identify and address emerging issues in fisheries based livelihoods

To share the learning from the various interventions made on fisheries based
livelihoods and possibilities of their replication and upscaling

To build consensus on the way forward to advance the agenda of fisheries based
livelihoods as a national issue, sustainable and competitive sector.

A number of renowned national level academicians, practitioners, and policy makers will participate
this seminar for sharing their experiences on different issues of fisheries based livelihoods. It is
expected to give diverse and new insights to the whole range of issues thereby expanding the
knowledge and practice base of livelihood practitioners and academicians, which in turn can be
transmitted and applied for livelihood promotion of the poor. The presented and some other selected
papers, and outcome of plenary session will be published in a book form.




